
HOW TO CREATE A SCHOLARLY ABSTRACT

Abstract: the first impression readers and reviewers will see of your work, which follows a 
strict format directed by the conference or journal in which you are submitting

Presentation: the opportunity to share and showcase your research or scholarly project

ABSTRACT

Abstracts are a summary of your work written with your target audience in mind. Your 
abstract is your opportunity to share your work and illustrate why it is important and 
unique. Choose a conference/journal to submit to based on the call for abstracts or other 
written work. Be sure that your abstract matches the conference theme or major topics 
and uses words from the conference description. 
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1.	 Title: Should be concise but intriguing. The title should achieve two goals: 1) provide 
an overview of your project, and 2) be engaging enough that the reader wants to know 
more.

2.	 Aims: Depending on where you are submitting, the first section is either Aims 
(Objective) or Introduction. In a few short words, describe the problem. You are 
essentially telling the reader how common the problem is and why your work is needed. 
In this section, emphasize why your research is important and what gap your research 
fills.

3.	 Methods: Offer a concise and specific overview of your research methods.

4.	 Results: Briefly describe your main findings that match your aim/objective.

5.	 Conclusion: Describe what the results mean in the larger context. 

6.	 Additional Sections: You might be required to add a Clinical Implications section to 
describe how a clinician’s practice would be adjusted based on your results. Another 
common heading/section is Future Implications or Next Steps. In Next Steps, include 
what research is needed to complement your work or mitigate the limitations of your 
work. At times, you will need Keywords. Keywords are four to six words that capture the 
essence of your work and will be used by others to retrieve your published work.

Helpful Hints: If you are submitting an abstract to multiple places, the phrasing should be 
different; after all, the goals of each conference are different and so is your target audience.

ABSTRACT CHECKLIST

	9 Adheres to formatting given by conference or journal
	9 Has the required headings and sections
	9 Falls within the word count
	9 Is concise
	9 Is engaging
	9 Is written in easy-to-understand language (avoids discipline-specific jargon)
	9 Uses past tense and active voice
	9 Is free of typos
	9 Targets a specific audience
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